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Chairman Thompson: All right.  Could you have said that Mr. Ickes wanted you to
make the decision that very day?

Secretary Babbitt: No, sir.

Chairman Thompson: You definitely remember you did not say that?

Secretary Babbitt: I do, and I represented that much in my letter to Senator McCain.

Chairman Thompson: But, in fact - - well, we will get to that in a minute because
you made a misrepresentation in your letter to Senator
McCain, did you not?

Secretary Babbitt: No, sir.

Chairman Thompson: All right, we will get to that in a minute.

Mr. Eckstein said that you told him that Mr. Ickes wanted
you to make a decision that day.  You, in fact, did make a
decision that day, but say that although you told him that
Mr. Ickes wanted you to make a decision, you definitely
remember that you did not say that you wanted it that day?

Secretary Babbitt: That is correct.

Chairman Thompson: Is that correct?

Secretary Babbitt: [Nodding head up and down]668

*  *  *  *

Chairman Thompson: So you knew that a decision was going to be made that day;
that you were gong to sign off on it?

Secretary Babbitt: Senator, I didn’t sign off on it.  That was obviously a staff
decision.

Now, my recollection of that is that I had probably learned
from my staff that they were ready to make the decision and
quite possibly that they had decided to make that decision
that day.


